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of a capitalist society, and in the influence exerted on public
policy in the interests of the consumer. In addition the
transport of coal along the coast or to the Continent was
an immense stimulus to shipping, since it accounted for a
large proportion of the mercantile marine and nourished a
' nursery for seamen'; its conveyance from the pits to the
river-side led to the invention of ' railways ' in the sixteenth
century; and the drainage of the mines gave birth to the
steam engine in the seventeenth century. The economic
importance of coal in the Age of Mercantilism was matched
by the great advance in the metal industries. Even in the
Middle Ages metal workers had achieved renown for the
high quality of their wares which found a market abroad.
The tribute which William of Poitiers, the chaplain of
William the Conqueror, paid to the proficiency of English
artificers in the eleventh century shows that a long tradition
lay behind the skill which continued to extort the admiration
of foreigners in later centuries. The augmented use of metals
for industrial and domestic purposes was revealed in a
notable extension of the iron industry. " No particular
manufacture can be named ", asserted Defoe, " which has
increased like this of the hardware "; and Burke described
Birmingham as ' the toy-shop of Europe'. A native
industry of copper and brass was established in the sixteenth
century as a result of the discovery of calamine. Other
industries which were started or developed in the sixteenth
and seventeenth centuries included alum, breweries, brick-
making, glass, paper, salt, saltpetre, soap, and sugar-refineries.
Ship-building was stimulated by commercial intercourse with
the Continent, the American plantations and India, as well
as by the coasting trade in coal and other commodities ; and
the growth of a mercantile marine laid the basis for an
empire which rested on sea power.
] All these industrial changes came to maturity in the England a
Age of Mercantilism ;   and their effects worked themselves |
out in many directions.   They enlarged the sphere within «
which the entrepreneur could find scope for his talents and
the capitalist opportunities for investment.   They fostered
the insistent plea for economic freedom.   They caused the

